Aug.17, 2009

Alán Alán Apurim - Facilitator

Art Browning - Co-facilitator 

 

Cherie Gorman read the minutes from July meeting. 

Don Cook recapped the weekend events with Cynthia McKinney. She invited Don to a luncheon with some of the Palestinians and told them they needed to support candidates. They agreed they should. Don explained McKinney’s background for the benefit of guests. There was a meeting later in the afternoon with McKinney and about 16 people and two of the Progressive Coalition candidates. She talked to them about politics and campaigning. Her own motivation for running for office was for justice. She agreed to speak at a fundraiser when she comes to Galveston in October.

Derek Brown, a representative for Annise Parker and Marc Eichenbaum for Peter Brown came to answer questions about their respective positions. Matt Loughran arranged this discussion. He asked questions about living wages for city contracts, the games the contractors play to get contracts, monitoring contracts, 287(g), healthcare for the city, poverty, searching for federal money, the Grand Parkway, light rail, long term flood planning, coordination with non-profits, the bus system, and the lack of transparency at Metro. They appear to agree about most of these issues. Christine Morshedi asked if they disagreed on any issues, and they said three issues, but only discussed one. That was economic development. Parker has a regional focus and Brown has a local focus. Parker’s website is anniseparker.com and Brown’s website is peterbrownformayor.com. 

Lisa Lin from Emerging Green Builders talked about a conference to be held in Houston Oct. 24, 2009. It is called 350.org Day of Action. They plan to have a massive trash pick up downtown. This event will be six weeks before the global conference in Copenhagen. Bill McKibben has discussed this conference recently. We could table at this event at Herman Square, City Hall.    

We talked briefly about the Progressive Coalition campaign. Don and Deb need about 600 signatures and Alfred needs about 100. Alfred likely has enough now, but Don and Deb need many more and request everyone who can to help so they don’t have to pay the $500 filing fee. They have to be notarized and turned in Sept. 2. Petitions are on the houtx.gov website or you can get them from the candidates. Kat swift has decided it would be too much commuting to manage these campaigns. Call Don at 713-705-5594 to arrange block walking or to meet him at a location. They also need help to set up a web site and to prepare flyers. Hugh Esco has a robo call Don likes, but we are undecided about using it.

David Wager was absent so there wasn’t a formal report, but we passed the hat. 

We discussed briefly the ten-year anniversary party/state meeting. Keith has the database so we can pull up one name, get their info and update the entry and invite them to the party. He needs someone to help write a script to use for calls. And we need volunteers to make the calls. 

Don Cook agreed to do-facilitate the September meeting

