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Flynn Wright died peacefully on Christmas morning in the arms of his wife, Sheri, after suffering a brain hemorrhage. The blessings of his last day included, 1. He was in the midst of a joyful vacation on the Texas-Mexico border. 2. He had the good fortune of having his medical crisis in the Valley Baptist Medical Center of Harlingen, the top facility in the region with exceptionally skilled and caring staff. 3. His passing was marked by a miraculous Christmas snowstorm (a White Christmas!).

He is survived by his wife Sherilyn Allen-Wright, his twin brother Tyrone, brother Lonnie, his mother Myrtle Ozelle Wright, and nephews Joe and Nathan. He is preceded in death by his father Joe Marvin Wright, brothers Loren, and Lance, and niece Deann.

[image: image1.jpg]


An enthusiastic visitor to area restaurants, he appreciated a cold Schaefer, barbecue, and Mexican food. Eating Dairy Queen ice was another simple pleasure for Flynn. His friends knew him as a great story teller and jokester, with an uncanny ability to read and relate to people, young and old. Because he was a rare blend of "outlaw" and civic leader, Flynn could connect with people. He was a tender and aware man who knew the power of a simple smile, touch, or word.

Flynn was a person who showed us the art of living life to its fullest. Although he lived with hemophilia, 'doing' was his joy. He could analyze a problem and figure out how to make things right, even if he had to build the solution himself. He studied musical instruments, clocks, accordion, leather work, woodworking, design, and earlier in his life his wizardry extended to motorcycles and vintage cars.

It is said that a Renaissance Man is one who excels in art AND science. That describes Flynn. The Do-er was also a lifelong student. He earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts from SWTU (now Texas State University). He initiated graduate studies in Archeology at TAMU. His studies were driven by a fascination for people of all types and cultures. In particular, he loved and admired Mexican music, art, food, and culture. His intense curiosity led him to study and practice art, crafts, and music. 
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Case in point: Flynn was building a spinning wheel to use with llama wool. The newest members of his menagerie were a pair of adult llamas who recently had a baby. The family of pets includes a pet donkey and assorted chickens, cats, and dogs. 

Flynn, our Renaissance Man, was active in his community. In Buda, Texas, he was one of the founders of Budafest, an ongoing community celebration and fund-raising event for non-profits. He honed his leadership skills as City Councilmember helping promote civic improvements, such as the Buda Public Library.

A love of Texas small town life and sailing drew Flynn and Sheri to Somerville. They brought the Gatling Building back to life, from a collapsing roof, high weeds, and broken windows.

Recently Flynn became a dedicated Progressive activist. With his wife Sheri, he chaired the Burleson County Green Party, and he was co-coordinator for the Brazos Valley Green Party. 

Flynn demonstrated his business acumen in successful endeavors. He and Sheri founded StepAhead, a rehabilitation, education, and consulting firm. Flynn was also the driving force in the creation of Somerfest, building off his experience as a leader in Buda, Texas. He was delighted to see the community rally around an event that raised funds for local non-profits. And perhaps more important to him was to bring his community together to celebrate Somerville.
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Some never knew Flynn while he walked and rolled among us, but those of us who had the good fortune to know him well will always remember his energy, intelligence, and humor. 

A celebration of Flynn's life will take place at the Yegua Center in Somerville, TX, on Saturday, January 22, 2005. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be sent to Somerfest, P.O. Box 1110, Somerville, TX  77879.

